A group of Egyptian antiquities which has never been satisfactorily published is that of the "ceremonial cubit rods." This is not the time for a thorough study as it is impossible to obtain photographs and information from the museums in which most of these rods are to be found. But it may not be out of place to add two fragments1 to those already known in the hope that it may eventually help to explain their exceedingly interesting and puzzling inscriptions.
In addition to these official measures every Egyptian community had its local standards. The overseer expected his workmen to complete so many lengths of his own staff or palette, or counted the results of their labors with an odd stick marked off into sections. Short measurements could be taken in small spans (thumb to forefinger) or great spans (thumb to little finger); and although spans and fists and shoulders found a place in the national standard, we may be sure that the villager of the time of the pharaohs used his own hand and Each of the twenty-eight fingers of the cubit was sacred to a particular god, and the names of these gods are written in the correct positions along the other half of the top. Moreover, the fingers were connected in some way with the nomes, and their names are inscribed on the bevel, with the twenty-two nomes of Upper Egypt in the first twenty-two digits, the first six of Lower Egypt appearing in the remaining spaces. This is of practical assistance to the modern scholar, as a fragment bearing the name of one of these twenty-eight nomes, or that of a god, or with a subdivided Egypt being in the second space. Under each nome-sign is a measurement given in cubits and palms. Nothing like a complete series is available at the moment; the measurements which we have vary from one cubit one palm to two cubits three palms.
The backs of the few rods which might give the remaining thirteen or fourteen fingers of the back complete have not been reproduced. The four fragments of these fingers which we know12 show that some of the spaces were inscribed with numbers or measurements of astronomical proportions-at least to the ancient Egyptian-such as "a million cubits," "one million five hundred thousand cubits," with divisions of the hk3t measure, and with other apparently unrelated matters.
Only one rod,13 as far as we can tell, has an inscription on the end. This states that the cubit is "Life, Prosperity, and Health"-another indication of the deification of the measurement.
The base is divided into three horizontal registers, each filled with an inscription.14 The texts of these three lines are very corrupt.
They must have been copied by scribes who understood them no better than we do. The And it is unfortunate that the photograph of Borchardt i is so unsatisfactory. Many of the signs can only be guessed at, and it would be pointless to try to reproduce it here. The photograph of Borchardt 3 is also poor, but this can be checked with the copy given by Daressy. One day this ancient savant had the opportunity of visiting a tomb which he believed to have been made during the reign of King Khufu. There, lying on the ground, he found a cubit rod of Thot. It was covered with writings which he copied off onto a sheet of papyrus.18 This papyrus was rolled up and put away with other rolls; and one day the house it was in burned down. It was found in 1884 by Petrie-charred and damaged by dampness and broken by the weight of the rubbish on top. The fragments were arranged and mounted, and on them we can find many scraps of the information that appears on our rods; it is to be hoped that one day all may be compared and published together.
